September 6, 2011
Welcome to sixth grade at High Desert School!  I look forward to working with your child and helping to guide them through this influential time in their lives.  Sixth grade is an important transition year for students. Children need the support of their teachers, friends, and families.  I encourage you to remain involved in the classroom as much as possible, keep yourself informed of what is going on at school, and feel free to speak with me regarding any questions or concerns you may have throughout the year.
CLASS/SCHOOL RULES
The students will be going over the Student/Parent Handbook in class, however, please go over it with your child to familiarize yourself  with the expectations as well.  The school uses a demerit system.  Students with too many demerits will not be allowed to participate in citizenship activities.  
The students need to adhere to classroom rules in order to ensure that each student has the opportunity to focus on their work.  
1) Treat others as you want to be treated.
2) Do not shout out or have private conversations during lecture or work time.
3) Be prepared for the day when you get to the door.  We have a lot of work to do and class will be fast-paced.  You don’t want to fall behind when you can prevent it.
4) Always try your best.  You will surprise yourself with what you can accomplish with a little extra effort!


HOMEWORK/MISSED ASSIGNMENTS
	Homework assignments will be posted on the board daily, as well as on our class website, and will be there for the week.  Students will be responsible for writing assignments in their homework notebooks daily. Please look over assignments and initial daily.  Also, please feel free to write a little note in the notebook if you need to.  This is a wonderful opportunity to keep communication open.  If a student is absent, they are responsible for making up the work in a timely manner.  Missing work will affect their grades.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
	Please have your child prepared with the following items as soon as possible.
· 1 ½ inch binder
· 6 dividers- math, reading, history, science, language arts, homework
· Pencils- #2 or mechanical (please supply your own replacement lead)
· Erasers (pencil caps work best)
· College-ruled paper
· Colored pencils
· Pencil bag
Please DO NOT bring:
· Larger binders
· Pens
· Sharpies
· Spiral notebooks
· Pencil sharpeners
· Whiteout
· Pencil boxes
Also, please be prepared to have a chapter book for silent reading each day.
	I will explain procedures and expectations more in depth at Back-To-School Night on September 15.  I look forward to meeting with you and thank you in advance for a wonderful year!
Mrs. Cancasci


